
Woodard Voice is aimed at spreading news about activity and developments across our range of 
schools. Issue 2 takes a closer look at how our distinctive Christian vision of education is lived 
out. It aims at showing the rich diversity of expression amongst our schools, all being faithful to 
our founder’s vision to offer an experience of Christian spirituality and worship as an educational 
entitlement. The articles in this issue of Woodard voice represent a cross section of our Christian 
witness and are not intended to provide a comprehensive coverage.
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Nathaniel Woodard’s vision was to awaken 
in young people a love of learning within an 
environment strongly based on Christian belief and 
values through delivery of a high quality education in 
an actively Christian environment, to all. His theology 
stressed the doctrine of the incarnation with the 
sense that God is disclosed in material things, bread 
and wine, life and experience, and in the goodness of 
others. His schools were built on the premise of high 
quality pastoral care focussed on the child, educating 
the whole person and nurturing human flourishing. 
Today we talk of our pupils being ‘known, nurtured 
and loved’ in our schools.

Nathaniel Woodard believed that education had 
the power to transform society. It really wasn’t 
education for education’s sake but a deep seated 
desire to see a better world where the employers of 
tomorrow would be equipped to address issues of 
poverty and lack of aspiration, of illiteracy and crime. 
It is no surprise that these themes resonated with 
state maintained sector schools which joined the 
group as Affiliated Schools in the latter part of the 
twentieth century. Many of these schools are to be 
found in areas of significant urban challenge. 

It is the reason why Woodard started to sponsor 
academies in the twenty first century. It is the 
motivation for our schools to show Christian love 
to others well off, be it in annual school trips to 
communities all over the world or raising money 
to build a school for secondary aged students in 
Langalanga, Kenya.

How does this distinctive vision translate in 
the twenty first century – be it inner city, multi-
cultural UK, or foreign lands rich with their own 
religious traditions? As we write this, alarm bells are 
ringing once again in our society over ‘faith schools’.
One of the greatest gifts of the Church to this nation 
is one of inclusive Christian education where diversity 
is not just tolerated, but is actively celebrated, this 
being true to the intention to see the whole of life 
through the prism of the incarnation. A sense of 
thanksgiving for others and for the blessing of life 
is an aspect of a modern day reinterpretation of the 
Eucharistic tradition we have inherited. The nurturing 
school community becomes a family, a place where 
they can be known, nurtured and loved, and a place 
where all can learn to grow in faith and hope  
and love.

HEIRS OF THE PAST, CHILDREN OF THE PRESENT, MAKERS OF THE FUTURE1

1 This title is used by St Saviour’s and St Olave’s School
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Lavishly giving God’s love

Rev’d Kes Grant, Chaplain St Augustine Academy, 
Maidstone – A Woodard Sponsored Academy

When the Astor of Hever 
Community School was to 
become St Augustine Academy 
there were a few dissenting 
voices amongst staff and 
students. On a walkabout of 
the predecessor school with 
the Deputy Head at that time, 
I was introduced to the most 
vocal of these voices in the 
form of a year 10 boy.

I asked him what he was worried about. I just got a 
shrug of the shoulders and a ‘Harry Enfield’ grunt.  
I tried again and asked if he had anything in particular 
that concerned him. I got the same response. So then 
I changed tack. I asked him if he liked football. He 
told me he supported Chelsea. I said he only followed 
them because they were a top premiership team and 
that if he wanted to watch a really skilful match he 
should watch a women’s team play because they play 
for the love of the game, not the money. He looked at 
me quizzically and I explained that I used to play for 
Millwall Lionesses and Charlton. I then asked him if he 
like motorbikes. He said he did, so told him what bikes 
I had ridden over the last 30 years. I then asked what 
he was worried about and what was he expecting and 
as quick as a flash he said “Not you”.

“I have learned that suffering when permeated by love can have a transforming effect. 
When I light a candle at midnight, I say to the darkness I beg to differ”

Doesn’t that just sum it up? People get so worried 
and have all these stereotypical images about what 
a Christian is, even more so if you happen to be 
a priest. All I have to do is lavishly give away the 
love of God and just be myself, and that builds 
community and the Christian ethos in this previously 
secular place. To do this from the start I’ve had an 
open door policy to any student, staff member or 
parent that needs to see me. I talk about my “love 
and hugs” approach to life and that is the only rule in 
my office and chapel. I hold as precious everything 
people say to me as I collect their tears. I mark 
bereavements and anniversaries with cards. I loiter 
with intent. I accept every invitation I get to talk at 
community groups and churches as this promotes 
the work I do as well as raising the reputation of 
the school. I think the most important thing I do is 
being prepared to stand at the point where the love 
of God meets the mess of the world. For example, 
recently a young student told me she hadn’t eaten 
dinner the night before. I asked why, expecting to be 
told that she had been sent to bed because of being 
in trouble, but what she said was that her mum had 
been sanctioned again (by the Benefits Agency) and 
they had no other food in the house. There were 
four younger siblings at home too. I made sure the 
student had something to eat then sent her to her 
lessons telling her to see me at the end of the day. 
While she was gone I went to the local food bank and 
got plenty of supplies. When she came back her eyes 
were as big as saucers. She was worried as her mum 
didn’t want her to tell anyone because of fear of 
social service involvement. I winked at her and told 
her it was just between me and the family and no 
one else would know. I got a lovely hand written note 
back from mum the next day on a scrap of paper. 

It made my day but I didn’t do it for that. I did it 
because it’s my job and it reflects the God of love 
that I believe in. If we always have our focus on 
that, we will continue to create schools where this 
Michael Mayne quote will be borne out: “I have 
learned that suffering when permeated by love can 
have a transforming effect. When I light a candle at 
midnight, I say to the darkness I beg to differ.”
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Participation is at the heart of the Eucharist and it 
is central to drawing pupils in to the ‘action’ and 
so close to Christ. The involvement of drama and 
various types of music during the Eucharist helps 
deliver the offering from being a performance to  
the school and reorients it toward an offering to  
God in the midst of the whole Godward action of  
the Communion.

The Eucharist places equal value on each person. Our 
chapels generally place the Head (even the Provost!) 
and the staff at a higher level than the pupil body. 
But there are wonderful moments in the Eucharist 
when the same gifts are available to everybody – no 
one is ‘above’ sin or ‘above’ the need for forgiveness, 
the same Word is for all, the Head and a 12 year 
old tearaway queue up for the same food. The 
Eucharist presents an appropriate attitude to material 
things and invites a sacrificial life. Christianity is 
a materialistic religion. Though we do not worship 
matter, we reverence matter because for our sake 
God became material. Though we are pilgrims 
destined for another country, the stuff of this world is 
the means by which we experience the life of Grace, 
and can help foster a reverential approach to the 
material world in which we look for the signs of God’s 
grandeur. The sacraments are all about encouraging 
people to look more deeply, to see more than meets 
the eye, and to be thankful.

Our schools are Eucharistic schools in the sense that 
the Eucharist is part of the rhythm of life, though 
it would be foolish to suggest that everyone in the 
community understands why! But at the very least it 
does mean that in years to come when former pupils 
for one reason or another might find themselves in 
a church building they will look for the ‘breaking of 
bread’ as typical.

The Eucharist as the sacramental 
heart of our community life
Bishop Lindsay Urwin, Provost of the South

In many of our schools the Eucharist is offered  
in the presence of the whole school each week.  
It is the central act of worship, and is considered,  
at least by some, to be the key to sustaining the  
unity of the whole community. Why do we bother 
with the Eucharist, which some might argue is 
worship for the committed, or at least worship  
which requires consent? 

Let me offer some reasons for persevering with  
the Eucharist.

We celebrate the Eucharist because the Lord tells us 
to, and we are those who seek to obey him! Since 
he wants our good, it must be good for us, even if it 
doesn’t always ‘feel’ so. It is the key reason why we 
have a chapel space! We offer the Eucharist because 
in so doing ‘we fall afresh under the shadow of Christ’ 
(Newman). While not all will realise that they are 
under his shadow, this too has biblical precedence.

Eucharist celebrated in the amphitheatre at King’s College, Taunton

Lancing College Chapel
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A God Centred School committed  
to social justice

Father Richard Peers SCP – Executive Headmaster, 
Trinity School, Lewisham - A Woodard  
Affiliated School

It is hard to know when the claim ‘child-centred’ 
came to be popular among educationalists and 
teachers. It has become so entrenched in educational 
discourse that it is hard to challenge. Who wouldn’t 
want their school to be ‘child-centred’? From a 
Christian point of view, however, our focus, our 
centre is always God. When we put God at the centre 
of things everything falls into place. 

However, once having decided that God is to be the 
centre of school life we then need to ask the question 
‘What is God like?’ That was the starting point 
with staff and pupils, six years ago when I became 
Headmaster at what was then Northbrook CE School 
in Lewisham. We could have begun with a text from 
Scripture but instead began with a picture; a famous 
one. The icon of the Trinity painted by Andrei Rublev 
in the thirteenth century. If God is like the picture of 
the Trinity what would our core values be? Together 
we produced Trinity Values. It has amazed me how 
deeply rooted these have become.

We need to create social change and empower  
our pupils to be creators of social change.

Part of our traditional Anglo-Catholicism is our 
commitment to social justice. Nearly 90% of pupils 
are of African or Afro-Caribbean heritage. Youth 
unemployment among black young people is more 
than twice that for white young people. From my 
office window I can see the road where two young 
people have been murdered during my time at 
the school. We need to create social change and 
empower our pupils to be creators of social change. 
A firm commitment to the ordination of women in the 
church and combatting homophobia flow from this.

Becoming a Woodard School has been a natural fit. 
The great Woodard schools with their chapels at the 
heart of the buildings are just an architectural out-
working of God-centred education. 

Context is all. This is a theological principle.  
God didn’t come to us in an abstract sense but as a 
specific person in a specific place. Places come with 
all sorts of characteristics. In Lewisham that includes 
the vast number of Pentecostal churches; it is these 
which, for the most part, our pupils attend. The 
majority will be in church on Sunday mornings. This 
is also, I believe, why the Anglo-Catholic character of 
the school has been so effective. Like Pentecostalism, 
Anglo-Catholicism has always known the importance 
of an appropriate sentimentality, devotion and piety. 
Rosary, Mass and Office are prayed each school 
day and we have a full time chaplain. Pentecostal 
Christians also understand the need for an intense 
life of prayer at the heart of the school.

Trinity Values:
A place at the table:

To be seated
To listen

Where all have equal value
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Some of us knew the importance of education from 
an early age and took for granted that there would 
be a table at home to use for homework. We have a 
duty to excite our students and to show them that 
the world can be their oyster. We are delighted by 
the numbers heading off to Britain’s best universities 
but we recognise that there is always more that can 
be done and we welcome ideas. 

With worries of extremism cluttering the media 
we are thankful that our students from so many 
backgrounds generally seem to get on so well 
together. White students’ bhangra dancing on the 
shoulders of Asian friends is a powerful symbol of 
what we are about.

How good and pleasant it is when 
God’s people live together in 
harmony (Psalm 133.1)

John Allin, Headteacher, The King’s CE School 
Wolverhampton - A Woodard Affiliated School

We are proud to be a Church of England school in 
a multi-cultural, multi-faith setting. We are truly 
comprehensive and the vast majority of our students 
are eligible for the pupil premium because of their 
family situation. With fifty languages spoken and 

new arrivals joining us almost daily our motto, the 
first verse of Psalm 133, acknowledges our privileged 
position and we move forward with confidence to do 
our best for the students in our care.

Our unique church school ethos matters hugely to us 
and a sense of awe and wonder was what we wanted 
to achieve. In new buildings students frequently 
commented that they were too good for them. This 
says a great deal about our teenagers. Some might 
ask why we have a faith centre and not a chapel.
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Each year a group of Sixth Formers travel to what 
was mainly a mud hut school called Ndogo Primary 
School situated on the northern edge of the Eburru 
Hills in a semi-arid area of the Great Rift Valley. 
For all the striking beauty of the Rift Valley the 
children you encounter are invariably cheerful in the 
face of considerable adversity. They are desperate 
to improve their lot by gaining the best possible 
education. Neither political intervention nor massive 
foreign investment will solve Kenya’s problem. 
The answer instead lies in educating the country’s 
children, caring for them and giving them a hope for 
a future.

The Ardingly group raise funds to enable them to 
improve the teaching environment at Ndogo. Mud 
classrooms have been demolished and replaced 
with stone ones, desks have been built so children 
no longer have to learn on the floor, a feeding 
programme has been introduced to ensure the 
children have at least one good meal a day - to name 
but a few things they have done in recent years.

This summer (July 2014) Ardingly is reaching out 
into the wider community by building a playground 
at a centre for rescued street children. The children 
often have very sad stories of neglect and abuse. 
Spending time with them, taking an interest in their 
lives, caring for them practically are just a few things 
the group are looking forward to doing imminently.

Look to the interests of others –  
an expression of Christian Love
Mr. Gwilym Batchelder, Ardingly College –  
A Woodard Independent School

Paul says in Philippians: “Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but also to the interests 
of others.” (Philippians 2:4). Throughout the Bible 
we are commanded and commended to care and 
love others. Ardingly College aims to do this in many 
ways; one such way is by showing practical care and 
love in Kenya.

Playground equipment built by Ardingly at Ndogo Primary School in 2012

A new stone nursery built in 
2013 by Ardingly
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The importance of the liturgy

Christian Spirituality and the experience of Christian 
Worship flow through the lives of our schools. 
Through worship we raise up every aspect of our 
lives to God, and do so using art, music and drama. 
Here are a number of cameos from our schools.

‘If you could ask God one question what would it be?’

• A number of our schools have growing international 
communities. We recite the Lord’s Prayer in your 
own language during worship (Ardingly College). 

• Remembering bereavements in an annual  
memorial service. We use Google calendar to  
record bereavements and anniversaries and 
sending a card of remembrance each year plus 
invitations to an annual memorial service  
(St Augustine Academy).

• A prayer walk at the time of confirmation 
(Lancing).

• Inspired by Art Below’s www.artbelow.org.uk/
ab/Artist.action?artistId=1120 exhibiting  
20 artists’ representations of the Passion of Christ 
in London’s St Marylebone’s Parish Church the 
school encouraged its artists to create pieces of  
art on the theme of Stations of the Cross.

• Using sculpture as a focus in worship. Building up 
to Easter students at The Littlehampton Academy 
created eight large cubes telling the Passion Story. 
The cubes were joined together to form a very 
large cross in an Academy assembly. 

• We asked students the following: ‘If you could  
ask God one question what would it be?’  
These key questions become foci for  
sermons by visiting speakers.

• Using spirituality to mark the journey of life at 
school: laying down a stone for burden or regret; 
using a piece of bunting for something you are 
thankful for; lighting a candle for a person or 
situation we are concerned about; and blowing 
bubbles for hopes and dreams of future.
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This year we added Philosophy to the subject offering 
at the Woodard Master Class. Dan McLean Head of 
Divinity and Philosophy at Ardingly College reflects 
on its impact:

Twelve pupils from seven different schools spent 
forty-eight hours studying and discussing a 
fascinating range of philosophical subjects at Trinity 
College, Oxford, and left with a new determination to 
study the subject in the future. We were particularly 
pleased (and, indeed, honoured) to welcome Keith 
Ward, Regius Professor Emeritus of Divinity, who 
spoke to us for an hour and a half about the mind/
body problem, before coming to the surprising 
conclusion that Materialism was rather an unpopular 
idea amongst the course’s members. The other 
favourite session considered the metaphysics of 
Spinoza and left its participants split almost equally 
between those who believed that he had suggested 
an ideal way to live one’s life and those who couldn’t 
possibly see how it was practically possible. 

Philosophy (with elements of Theology) was a 
particularly apposite addition to the Master Class 
stable as the very gathering together of the course’s 
members highlighted the Woodard Corporation’s 
role in gathering its members in a collective spirit of 
enquiry and of seeking within community. Nathaniel 
Woodard’s own devotion to St Benedict is perhaps 
a symbol of that task as we sought to read and to 
study together to gain a greater understanding of 
humanity’s place in the world. Indeed, Trinity itself 
began as a Benedictine foundation. As a monastery 
is an independent ‘School of the Lord’s service’ but 
exists within the larger framework of its order, so our 
schools maintain a similar balance of autonomy and 
community that allows a freedom of research while 
at the same time providing a great deal of fraternal 
support. The Philosophy Master Class reflects 
in miniature the distinct nature of the Woodard 
Corporation itself.

NEWS ITEMS
Woodard Master Class
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This is the sort of occasion when everyone 
is a winner, but two performances were truly 
outstanding: the lyrical singing of ‘Vezzosa Aurora’ 
of Melani by James Bibey from The Cathedral School 
Llandaff, and the truly amazing performance of 
‘Introduction and Tarantella’ of Sarasate by the 
violinist Lenna Segal of St Marylebone, winners of the 
Junior and Senior Cups respectively.  Four runners up 
also delighted us:  Amy Robson (Kings Priory School) 
and Nadia van de Goes (The Cathedral School) in the 
Senior Section and Ella Hurley (Smallwood Manor 
Preparatory School) and Izzie Thorneycroft (Kings 
Priory School) in the Junior Section. The total number 
of entries was 118.
It was excellent to receive these comments from  
Dr Irene Bishop CBE:
I thought the Woodard Schools Musician of the Year 
at St John’s Smith Square was wonderful. Chris 
(my husband) and I left at the end feeling uplifted 
and in awe of the incredible talent displayed. The 
standard of performance from all the schools was 
inspiring, and a real joy to behold. The Sir Robert 
Woodard Academy Orchestra was staggeringly good. 
Their performance, before, during the interval and 
after the competition, made the occasion feel very 
professional. It was a family affair with students from 
incorporated, affiliated, associate and academies. 
I feel enormously proud to be associated with 
Woodard Schools.

And finally…

Woodard Chaplains walking the last few pilgrimage 
miles to Canterbury Cathedral at their recent 
Chaplains Conference.

2014 Woodard Musician of the Year
St John’s Smith Square once again hosted the 
Woodard Musician of the Year Competition on Sunday 
4th May. This year we were treated to some fine 
performances from the Sir Robert Woodard Academy 
Orchestra under the baton of James Lelean which 
punctuated the occasion. As well as some classical 
repertoire we heard theme music from James Bond 
films and from The Lion King, offering a splendid 
counterbalance to the individual performances of 
some extremely gifted soloists. Having the Orchestra 
playing as guests arrived, during the interval and at 
the end gave the whole occasion a sense of carnival.

Our adjudicators Vanessa Latarche, Gordon Baird and 
Tim Uglow certainly had their work cut out when so 
many performances were so truly memorable.  In 
summing up I described it as ‘dying and going to 
heaven’ and there were moments when the audience 
was visibly moved.  Given that music making is but 
one aspect of the lives of our schools the standard 
was extraordinarily high when students are also 
studying for their examinations, or competing in 
sports teams, or performing in plays and musicals: 
a testimony surely of the excellence which is being 
achieved across the board in Woodard Schools.

“I thought the Woodard Schools Musician of the Year at St John’s Smith Square was wonderful”
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Woodard Voice will be published regularly. 
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